Do parents know their children's oral health? by Lo, ECM et al.
Title Do parents know their children's oral health?
Author(s) McGrath, C; Pang, HN; Lo, ECM
Citation
The 81st General Session and Exhibition of the International
Association for Dental Research, Goteborg, Sweden, 25-28 June
2003. In Journal of Dental Research, 2003, v. 82 Sp Iss B,
abstract no. 0149
Issued Date 2003
URL http://hdl.handle.net/10722/53797
Rights Creative Commons: Attribution 3.0 Hong Kong License
0149 Do Parents Know Their Children's Oral 
Health? 
C. MCGRATH, H.N. PANG, and E.C.M. LO, University of Hong Kong, China  
Objective: To compare the agreement between parents and children regarding the 
child's oral health related quality of life. Method: A random sample of 549 Hong Kong 
12-year-old children and their parents (either father or mother) completed components 
of the child oral health related quality of life measure (Jokovic et al., 2002). Agreement 
between child and parent scores derived from the questionnaires were assessed in 
comparison and correlation analysis. Results: Comparisons analysis identified that a 
group level, absolute agreement between parent and children was rare, only 3% (16) of 
overall scores were in agreement. Evidence of bias in parents' reports were evident; 
particularly, on reports of emotional well-being (P<0.001). Mean absolute differences 
in overall scores constituted 9% of possible range of scores (7-14% among domains). 
Correlation analysis identified that agreement between PCG and child pairs was poor 
(ICC<0.3). Conclusion: There is disagreement between parent's and children's reports 
regarding the child's oral health related quality of life. Exact agreement is rare, and 
there is evidence that parents overestimate the emotional-well-being effects. 
Agreement between parent and child pairs was poor. 
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